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Abstract 
This research is entitled “The Use of Hand Puppet in Teaching Narrative Text”. The purpose of 
this research is to find out whether the use of hand puppet affects significantly or not to the 
students’ ability in speaking narrative textand to find the effect size of hand puppet in affect 
students’ ability in speaking narrative text.In conducting this research, the writer applied pre-
experimental research using one sample group. The population of this research was Eighth 
grade of Junior High School 4 Sungai Raya academic year 2018/2019, and the sample was 
taken from the students of class 8B that consist of 29 students.Furthermore, the research 
indicated that the effect size (0.93) was categorized as high. The calculation of t-obtained 
(26.51) was higher than t-table (2,048). In conclusion, the alternate hypothesis “The use of 
hand puppet affects significantly to the students’ ability in speaking narrative text” was 
accepted and the null hypothesis “The use of hand puppet does not affect significantly to the 
students’ ability in speaking narrative text” was rejected.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 Teaching English should be focused on 
the students’ skill to communicate well 
through spoken language. Teaching students 
to speak is different from learning to read, 
listen or write. Speaking is an interactive 
process of constructing meaning that involves 
producing and receiving and also processing 
information (Brown, 1994:28). Giving 
information to others or conduct the 
communication through speaking is not easy. 
There are many processes in speaking.  The 
speaking process includes some activities; 
pre, during, and after speaking. For example, 
before speaking, the speaker might think and 
process the content of the message, how it 
should be presented, and which audience will 
be hearing the speaking event. Most people, 
mastering speaking skill is the most 
important aspect of learning foreign 
language, and success of mastering one  
 
language is measured of the ability to carry 
out the conversation. Burn and Joyce 
(1997:54-55) state one of the aims of most 
language programs is to develop spoken 
language skills and most programs aim to 
integrate both spoken and written language. 
 While speaking, the speaker must 
deliver a clear message, tone of voice, 
suitable vocabulary, responses and gestures.  
The speaker might get suggestions, 
comments and questions. Through a telling 
story students learn how to use complex 
language they can improve their confidence 
in speaking (Taylor, 2000). Further, Wright 
(2007) claims that using stories in the 
classroom may increase motivation, bring 
meaning, improve fluency, build language 
awareness, develop communication and 
function as stimulus for speaking and writing.    
For the teachers, teaching a foreign 
language is a significant issue.The teacher 
should be aware of the problems   which 
occur in the classroom.According to Lawtie 
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(2004), there are three problems which often 
occur during speaking class. Those problems 
are: (1) Students do not want to talk or say 
anything because they are afraid of making 
mistake or because they are not interested in 
the topic, (2) When students work in pairs or 
groups, they just end up chatting in their own 
language, and (3) When all the students 
speak together, it will be too noisy and out of 
hand, and sometimes the teacher can not 
control of the classroom In the writer’s 
observation on Junior High School 4 Kubu 
Raya’s students 2 years ago, most of them are 
not brave enough to communicate in English, 
especially in front of the class.The students’ 
English vocabulary mastery is very low just 
like their motivation in learning English. 
English is a subject they hate the most and 
the writer successfully bring the interesting 
material, so the students pleasantly learn to 
love English. Sinclair (1995) stated that 
“Puppet is a highly effective and dynamically 
creative means of exploring the richness of 
interpersonal communication”( p.67). 
Another reason why the students are not 
interesting in learning English is because a 
boring class situation and that was teacher’s 
big issues to control class situation. Wendy 
and Lisbeth (2010:33) found that the children 
are able to express emotions, communicate 
intentions and reactions, explore the language 
and make fun of it, so they expect to be able 
to do the same in English. The use of a media 
in teaching English was a great idea. Kayi 
(2006:5) mentions thirteen activities which 
are used to promote speaking skill. They are 
brainstorming, discussion, finding the 
difference, information gap, interviewing, 
picture narrating,   playing cards, role-play, 
reporting, simulations, storytelling, and story 
completation. In this research, the teacher 
used storytelling with hand puppet media. 
Teachers have to build communicative 
activities in the class. Then, students will be 
more active in the class. As Murcia (1991) 
stated in her book that communicative 
activities are the activities which oriented in 
performing: such as role play, debates, drama 
scenes, and interview. 
The writer introduced the students with 
an interesting media to learn English, Hand 
Puppet.Puppet is a media to create fun 
storytelling. In addition, according to Craig, 
storytelling is a process of communicating 
with the audiences using vocalization, 
narrative structure and mental imaginary. It 
can be concluded that storytelling is one of 
strategies in teaching speaking that students 
can briefly summarize a story they heard or 
.One kind of puppet is hand puppet. Hand 
puppet is a moving character of anything; it 
could be animal, building, plants, people 
etc.The use of hand puppet was a great idea 
to choose. The hand puppet should contain 
complex clue about the story, so the students 
can explore their ideas. It can improve their 
creativity and vocabularies.       Puppet can 
substitute the partner of young children 
speaking. Then the children can more enjoy 
in practice speaking with puppet (Mary, 
2001). It is in line with Lines and Nunan, 
2005), they said puppet will use properly in 
the children classroom. It is because student 
will feel more comfortable to speak with 
puppet. 
Beautiful puppet is not the only aspect 
in retell the story, need skill and practice to 
manipulate the story.Students couldmade 
puppet from any materials, such as rod, cloth, 
paper, or even Students’ hand. Hand puppets 
help teachers in change classroom situation, 
atmosphere and increase students’ creativity. 
Learn language through hand puppet should 
change students’ mindset because they 
experience something new in a different fun 
way. Teacher let the students to run into their 
own imaginary story. 
Other researchers have proved that the 
use of hand puppet in teaching was really 
helpful. Hamidah (2014) in her research 
prove that hand puppet is an effective media 
in improve students speaking. In Dian 
Rosita’s research (2013) showed that 
introducing English to kindergarden student 
through storytelling with puppet particullary 
in speaking skill had significant 
improvement.Another research by Flor and 
Steven (2016) also showed that the use of 
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puppets promotes the development of spoken 
interaction skills. 
The writer chooses narrative text as the 
material because Narrative text is the best 
choice text to retell the story.  Meyers (2005 : 
52)  found that narrative is one of the most 
powerfulways of communicating with others. 
Narrative text is one of the text learn in the 
eighth grade of Junior High School. There 
are lots of different kinds of narrative text. 
All of them have different purpose and way 
of telling a story. One of the writer’s goals in 
teaching English in Junior High School 4 
Sungai Raya was to give the students the 
ability to understand narrative text through 
hand puppet. 
Through narrative text, the students can 
communicate with their friends and bound to 
each other. Teacher let the students to run 
into their own imaginary story. Students not 
only focus with the subject, but they take 
high attention on the moving puppets. 
Gardner(1993) mentions two central 
elements of physical intelligence mastering 
bodily movement and skilful handling of 
objects. In narrative text, the students should 
understand the story chronologically so they 
can retell the story to others. That is why the 
writer choose hand puppet as a media, 
because hand puppet can be used to visualize 
the story and help the students in memorize 
and express the narrative story. The special 
reason is because many students have 
different characteristic. Some of them are 
visual, audiovisual, and also kinesthetic. 
According to Erik (2014) “when speaking 
uses media it can help the visual one”. 
The advantage of using hand puppet in 
teaching narrative text is make learning 
process more fun and interesting because 
students feel like the teacher let them playing 
while learning, increasing students’ fine 
motor skill, stimulation students to 
communicate, improve students’ imagination, 
express what they feel freely and it makes 
them confidence. 
Another advantages is overcome the 
limitations of space and time, excite learning 
more direct interaction between students with 
learning resources, enable students to learn 
independently according to their talent and 
capabilities of its visual auditory and 
kinaesthetic, give the same stimuli, likening 
the experience and perceptions of the same 
cause.The disadvantage of using hand puppet 
in teaching is the time consuming preparation 
and the teacher should give a good media 
understanding, because it will help students’ 
interest in using hand puppet. If the teacher 
did not prepare the material, the media and 
good class management; it will not effect in 
students’ interest and learning. 
The writer interested in doing the 
research regarding the use of hand puppet in 
teaching narrative text to eighth grade of 
SMP Negeri 4 Sungai Raya. In this research, 
the researcher conducted a pre-experimental 
research to find out the effectiveness of hand 
puppet in teaching narrative text.   
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Design of Research 
This research conducted to find out 
whether hand puppet is effective in teaching 
narrative text. To reach the goals of this 
research, the writer used pre-experimental 
with one group pre-test post-test to see the 
effect of hand puppet. According to Ary et al. 
Introduction to Research in Education (2010, 
2006: 303-304) the design of One Group 
Pretest-Posttest is as follows:  
 
Figure 1. One Group Pretest-Posttest Design 
 
Y1 is pre-test; administered before 
the treatment given, X is the treatment given 
and Y2 is post-test, administered to know 
students’ score after the treatment given. Pre-
experimental study involved administering 
pre-test to dependent variable, applied the 
treatment to the subjects, and administering 
the post-test. 
 
 
 
Pre-test Independent Post-test 
  Y1   X Y2 
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Subject of Research  
Population of an entire group which 
well defined with explicit inclusion and 
exclusion criteria. Gay (1992:124) states 
population is the group to which the 
researcher would like the result of a study to 
be generalize able. The population of this 
research was the eightht grade of Junior High 
School 4 Sungai Raya which divided into six 
classes.  
Sampling is also as a way the writer 
select number of individuals as a sample 
which present the population. Sample is a 
part of population. The sample is subgroup of 
population. Creswell (2012) stated it is 
chosen as a subgroup to generalize the target 
population which will be observe. For the 
sampling technique, the researcher used 
simple random sampling, because the writer 
assumed that all individuals were equally 
likely to be included in the sample. Alvi 
(2016) found “In this type of sampling each 
and every element of the population has an 
equal chance of being selected in the sample 
and the population must be homogenous i.e. 
every element contains same kind of 
characteristics that meets the described 
criteria of target population”.  The sample of 
this study were the students of class 8B of 
junior high school 4 Sungai Raya in 
academic year 2018/2019 that consist of 29 
students. 
 
Technique of Data Collection 
         A research instrument is important to 
get the data collection. Research instrument 
is a tool for data collection, research 
instrument include interview, measuring, 
observing, and documenting data. In 
collecting the data, the writer used oral test as 
the data instrument. .In this research, the 
writer used measurement method. 
Measurement method measured the effect of  
hand puppet in teaching narrative text by 
administering pre-test and post-test. 
According to Wiersma (1991: 106), Pretest is 
given to the students before they get a 
treatment. In this pre-test, the student have to 
choose one of the narrative text. Then, the 
students have to present oral performance 
about narrative story in front of the class 
without bring hand puppet. The writer and 2 
English teachers use the scoring rubric of 
student’s speaking skill to make sure the 
accuracy of student’s score.  
            For the treatment, the writer gave 
treatment one time. The writer introduced 
hand puppet media in teaching narrative text, 
gave an example how to tell a narrative story 
use hand puppet, explained how to make 
hand puppet from paper and colored pencils, 
explain about the things require in making 
hand puppet and told the students about how 
to prepare the stage.The writer explained how 
to use hand puppets; puppets’ movement 
based on the storyline, puppet transition, and 
puppet interaction. 
Then the post-test administered to see the 
effect of hand puppet in teaching narrative 
text. In this post-test, the students have 
presented narrative story in front of the class 
use hand puppet. Thesame story was used in 
pre-test and post-test. The test was used to 
measure the students’speaking skill in retell 
narrative text. Meanwhile, in determining the 
score gain by students, the writer with 2 
English teachers used an oral rating scale that 
proposed by David P. Harris. After the raw 
data collected, then the data analyzed based 
on the data analysis method that provided in 
next section of this research. In post-test, the 
students seemed to enjoy the learning process 
and raised their hands to ask their turn to 
retelling narrative story. 
 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Result 
In this part, the data is calculated to show the 
mean score of pre-test and post-test, test 
significant of students’ score and the analysis 
of the effect of the treatment. In order to 
answer the research questions, the writer 
analyzed the data by using t-test and effect 
size formula. The total of students’ pre-test 
score was 1346.5. Thus, to the mean score of 
the students’ pre-test (X₁) is 37.65. To 
calculate the Students’ mean score on pre-
test, the writer used this formula: 
 X₁ = ∑₁  
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 X₁= .
  
 X₁= 46.43 
The mean score of the students’ pre-test (X₂) 
is 64.46. The calculation as follow: 
X₂ = ∑₂  
X₂ = .  
X₂ = 64.46 
To analyze the standard deviation of this 
research, the writer use this following 
formula: 
SD = ∑(∑)²  
SD = .(.)²  
SD = ..  
SD = ...   
SD = .  
 
SD = 3.69 
To analyze the estimated standard error, the 
writer used this formula: 
SD = 
 √ 
SD = 
.
. 
SD = 0.68 
The researcher used this t-test formula: 
tobtained      = 
  
tobtained  = 
..  
tobtained  = 26.51 
The calculation of t-test indicates 26.51 
which is higher than the t-distribution for the 
degree of freedom (df) = N- 1; (29-1) = 28 
that is 2.048 (26.51 > 2.048).  
According to Sudjiono (2004) if the 
result of calculation to (t-obtain) is higher 
than"#$%&' , t > t; the null hypothesis (Ho) is 
rejected. If the result of calculation "( (t-
obtain) is lower than"#$%&', it means the null 
hypothesis is accepted. Since the scores 
obtained from the result of calculating, the 
alternative hypothesis ())“The use of hand 
puppet affects significantly to the students’ 
ability in speaking narrative text” is accepted 
and null hypothesis (Ho) “The use of hand 
puppet does not affect significantly to the 
students’ ability in speaking narrative text” is 
rejected.  
To calculate the effectiveness of the 
treatment, nthe writer used this following 
formula: 
ES = t 
ES = 26.51  
ES = 0.93 
From the computation of effect of the 
treatment, the writer obtained 0.93 which was 
qualified as high. In other word, the writer’s 
hypothesis is accepted. It means that there is 
a significant differences between the 
students’ post-test and pre-test, it is proven 
that the students' score of speaking narrative 
text use hand puppet was increase. This 
research can be stated as a successful 
research and prove that the hand puppet can 
be used in teaching narrative text. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cohen (1992) 
 
 
 
 
 
  Table 2. Criteria of Effect Size 
            Value                                                                              Effect 
ES < 0.20                                                                            Low 
0.20 < ES < 0.80                                                                Moderate 
ES > 0.80                                                                            High 
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Discussion 
Hand puppet as a media is really 
helpful for the writer to generate students’ 
significant score achievement was 26.51. 
When hand puppet was not yet implemented  
to the classroom at the pre-test meeting, the 
students seemed not into the teaching and 
learning process and seemed boring because 
the students thought learning mean lecturing 
and only heard to the teacher until they got 
bored. According Hisyam (2008) “the 
popular method in teaching learning in 
Indonesia or in other country is lecturing. So, 
teacher needs media in language learning” 
(p.88). Heinchi et.al (2002) suggested that the 
media term as an intermediary that transmits 
information between the source and receiver. 
Hand puppet was a perfect media in teaching, 
because the students communicate with their 
friends about narrative text. 
In this pre-test, the writer did not 
explain about narrative text clearly and did 
not explain about the use of hand puppet in 
retelling narrative text. The writer only gave 
the students some options of narrative stories, 
asked them to choose, asked them to read and 
retell the narrative story in front of the class. 
Then, in the treatment, the students were 
taught the narrative text using hand puppet. 
In the treatment, the writer made some hand 
puppet related to a narrative text. The writer 
introduced hand puppet media in teaching 
narrative text and gave an example to tell a 
narrative story used hand puppet. The writer 
explained how to make hand puppet of paper 
and colored pencils, and start from drew the 
design of hand puppet on paper, cut it off, 
gave the hand puppet some color and stick it 
with another paper to move it easily. The 
writer explained about the things required in 
making hand puppet. The writer told the 
students about how to define the hand 
puppets based on the story they are going to 
bring, if the story is about a lion and a bird, 
students need to choose hand puppets in lion 
and bird shape. The writer explained how to 
use hand puppets; puppet narrative story in 
front of the class.  
             During the treatment, the students 
seemed to enjoy the teaching learning  
 
process and showed their enthusiasm in 
retelling story used hand puppet and that 
really changed their mind-set about English. 
The writer has control the class situation in 
order to make other students focus on their 
friends’ speaking performance. After 
finishing the treatment, the writer brought 
lots of hand puppets that related to the stories 
and asked the students to pick some hand 
puppets based on the story they have choose. 
Students used the story that they had picked 
on the pre-test. After that, students presented 
the narrative story in front of the class use 
hand puppet. From the findings of this 
research, hand puppet significantly changed 
the students’ achievement in speaking 
English. The effect size value was 0.93 or 
classified as “high” (Cohen, 1992). It means 
the use of hand puppet affects significantly of 
the eighth grade students of Junior High 
School 4 Sungai Raya ability in narrative 
speaking. 
       This media also have weaknesses. If the 
teacher not well prepared, it will be hard to 
applied hand puppet. Hand puppet need good 
class and material management. The teacher 
also should take attention on students’ focus, 
so the students not only focus on puppet’s 
movement but also the narrative story. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
            Based on the research finding, the use 
of hand puppet is an effective media in 
teaching narrative text because it can help 
teacher in teaching narrative text and develop 
eighth grade students.By using hand puppet 
media, students expected to be more fluent in 
delivering the story and understood the story 
itself. The students had the chance to 
improve their vocabulary, ability in develop 
speaking narrative story and memorized the 
narrative story. Based on the discussion, hand 
puppet media has lots of advantages and 
disadvantages. Teacher’s preparation is a key 
to implement this media. By using hand 
puppet media, students expected to be more 
fluent in delivering the story and understood 
the story itself.  Hand puppet consists of 
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people, animal, things created by the teacher. 
The students had the chance to improve their 
vocabulary by choose the hand puppet that 
related to the story, their ability in develop 
speaking narrative story by using hand 
puppet and memorized the narrative story. 
This way generates fun learning atmosphere 
to the students and it will help them to enjoy 
learning English. By increasing students’ 
interest in English, it could be easier to 
develop another skill in English. 
 
Suggestion  
The teacher is recommended to 
deeply explain about narrative text and the 
use of hand puppet. Teacher can give 
example of using hand puppet to retell 
narrative story, it could help the students to 
sharpen their knowledge about the use of 
hand puppet in narrative text and boost their 
happiness in learning English. In using hand 
puppet, the teachers should be able to 
manage the classroom atmosphere and 
control the students, for the students can run 
the stories and focus to their friends’ hand 
puppet performance. At the end of the 
implementation of the use of hand puppet, 
the teacher can give a little appreciation to 
the students after they bring the story. Our 
appreciation can increase other students’ 
motivation to tell the narrative story in front 
of the class and also do not punish them if 
they miss-spelled some words, just correct 
their fault and let the story run. Ask the 
students about their feelings after retelling 
the narrative story in front of the class to get 
the additional English speaking development 
and take a note about students’ difficulty in 
learning English to solve in the future. Apart 
from giving them grades, ensuring 
appropriate verbal feedback on students’ 
progress is an effective way to elicit their 
impetus to further cognitive activity 
Sinagatullin (2009: p.153). Simple past and 
past continuous tense will always be used in 
storytelling.  Order to get them understand 
the form and use teacher is recommended to 
explain deeper information use of past simple 
and past continues on the use of related 
tenses. Some authentic example on the use of 
the tenses should be given to the students 
before letting them occupied to wlearn some 
sentences in past form would be a better 
choice before the test applied, it could help 
the students to sharpen their knowledge about 
the use of tenses related to telling storyHand 
puppet media is better in a small group class 
because it really take a long time to prepare 
and the students’ performance. Before all 
students give their performance with hand 
puppet, make sure the writer prepare the 
pretest & post-test scoring table,the narrative 
story print out, the scoring rubric and a little 
present if needed.Well prepared research is a 
must because will reduce time consuming. In 
addition, if this research is informative for 
them who want to take a similar research, try 
this media in another type of puppet or text to 
show different perspective. 
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